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February 14, 2008
If you have already paid your 2007/08 assessment in full, no further payment is due.  However, this notice contains important information about your right to challenge the amount assessed and an opportunity to charge a temporary rate surcharge to recover your additional assessment costs.
At the November 8, 2007 Public Meeting, the Commission adopted assessment factors for the transportation industry based on (3) utility groups:  motor carrier passenger, motor carrier property, and railroads.  This grouping is intended to reflect more accurately the costs of regulation of each of those industries.  However, the Commission recognizes that the magnitude and timing of the increase on passenger carriers and railroads may cause an undue hardship.

In response these concerns, the Commission has issued an Emergency Order and Ratification Order that provide relief in several ways: 
First, passenger carriers and railroads may elect to pay their 2007/08 assessment in three equal installments. Those choosing that payment option will have three payment deadlines as follows:
· First payment due March 17, 2008

· Second payment due June 20, 2008

· Final payment due September 15, 2008

Each payment should include a copy of the bottom portion of the invoice – in order that the payment can be applied to the proper utility.  Enclosed for your convenience is a duplicate invoice with an updated date of issuance, but there is no change to the total amount due for Fiscal Year 2007/08. If you do not choose the installment payment option, the full amount of the assessment invoice is due on March 17, 2008.

Second, passenger carriers may implement a temporary 1% surcharge on their fares to recover the increased assessment.  Please visit our website at www.puc.state.pa.us, for further guidance or, if you do not have access to a computer, you may call (717) 787-1227 to request the same guidance as available on the website. 

Third, enclosed you will find a supplemental assessment notice. This is not an additional or new assessment from the one mailed in December 2007.  Because, under law, utilities have only 15 days to object, this supplemental notice gives you another 15-day period to file an objection. Filing an objection, however, does not eliminate your obligation to pay the billed assessment or 1/3 installments while your objection is being considered.
Finally, the Commission has directed that a technical conference and evidentiary hearings be held in order to provide an open forum in which interested stakeholders can address issues surrounding an equitable allocation of the Commission’s costs of regulating the transportation industry before the allocation is finalized for Fiscal Year 2007/08.  The technical conference will be held on March 19, 2008 in Harrisburg at 10:00 AM.  
If you wish to participate in this generic proceeding, you must file a petition to intervene by March 10, 2008 and pre-file your comments or sworn testimony by March 14, 2008 at Docket No. I-2008-2022003.  The pre-hearing conference for this proceeding will be held on March 14, 2008, in Harrisburg at 10:00 AM.  For your convenience, a copy of the pre-hearing conference notice is enclosed if you wish to participate in this proceeding.  
Additional information and details, including full copies of the Emergency Order and Ratification Order, can be found on the Commission’s website at www.puc.state.pa.us, or by contacting one of the individuals listed below.

Again, if you have already paid your 2007/08 assessment in full, no further payment is required.  
However, if paying the entire amount due by March 17, 2008 is an undue hardship, passenger carriers and railroads may elect to pay on an installment plan, and passenger carriers are authorized to implement a temporary 1% surcharge on their fares.  Finally, this supplemental notice of assessment gives you another 15-day deadline to file a timely objection to your assessment bill.
Please call Stan Heintzelman - PUC Fiscal Office (717-772-0316) if you have questions about the amount of your bill or the installment plan, or call Mike Hoffman - PUC Bureau of Transportation (717-783-3846) if you have questions about the temporary rate surcharge.

Sincerely,

James J. McNulty

Secretary
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