XXIV.  CONCLUSION








		As we stated at the outset of this opinion and order, our determinations herein, based upon the record and based upon the authority granted to this Commission under state and federal law, will serve to jump-start competition in the local tele�communications market for the benefit of all Pennsylvania citizens.  We expect that our determinations will result in an increase in the number of local telephone companies that consumers may choose from, as well as an increase in the investment in and availability of high-tech data and voice networks.  Moreover, these benefits will be available to both rural and urban customers.  In our judgment, the many determinations contained in this opinion and order represent a fair and equitable resolution of the many complex and interrelated issues before us and reach a result that is in the public interest; THEREFORE,





		IT IS ORDERED:





		1.	That the Joint Petition of Nextlink Pennsylvania, Inc., Senators Fumo, Madigan and White, the City of Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania Cable & Telecommunications Association and 7 Competitive Local Exchange Carriers For Adoption of Partial Settlement Resolving Pending Telecommunications Issues at Docket No. P-00991648 is granted in part and denied in part, consistent with the discussion in the body of this opinion and order.





		2.	That the Joint Petition of Bell Atlantic - Pennsylvania, Inc., Conectiv Communications, Inc., Network Access Solutions, and the Rural Telephone Coalition For Resolution of Global Telecommunications Proceedings at Docket No. P-0991649 is granted in part and denied in part, consistent with the discussion in the body of this opinion and order.





		3.	That all local exchange companies shall file appropriate tariffs or tariff supplements to implement the directives pertaining to access charge levels and rate structure set forth in the body of this opinion and order. 


  


		4.	That on or about January 2, 2001, an investigation upon Commission motion shall be instituted to, inter alia, further refine solutions to the question of how the Carrier Charge pool will be reduced and to examine the appropriateness of a toll line charge to recover any resulting reductions.





		5.	That Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. shall, within thirty (30) days, file a tariff or tariff supplement, amending Tariff 216 to become effective on one (1) day’s notice, consistent with the discussion contained in this Opinion and Order relating to unbundled network elements (UNEs), EELs and UNE-Platform.  





		6.	That upon the filing of the tariff or tariff supplement in Ordering Paragraph No. 5 (relating to unbundled network elements), an expedited proceeding to establish prices for any elements that have not been priced by this Opinion and Order shall be instituted.





		7.	That Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. shall, within thirty (30) days of the entry date of this Opinion and Order, file a tariff or tariff supplement revising its Network Interconnection Services Tariff No. 218 and its Statement of Generally Available Terms such that they fully comply with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order and with the FCC’s Advanced Services Order.





		8.	That the participants to these proceedings shall comply with the directives pertaining to digital tariffs and other high speed technology services contained in this Opinion and Order.





		9.	That Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. shall file a tariff or tariff supplement revising its wholesale discount rate tariffs consistent with the discussion contained in this Opinion and Order.





		10.	That a Universal Service Fund, consistent with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order shall be implemented, and the Commission shall initiate an appropriate rulemaking proceeding to establish, on a permanent basis, an independent third party to administer the fund.





		11.	That Lifeline Programs, consistent with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order shall be implemented, and BA-PA and PTA are directed to meet with our Bureau of Consumer Services regarding the tariffs, reports and other actions necessary for implementation.  





		12.	That a non-profit corporation, recognized as a Section 501(c)(3) corporation pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code, named the Council on Utility Choice shall be established to implement a Consumer Education Program funded by all telecommunications carriers consistent with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order.





		13.	That rates for protected services for all local exchange companies shall be frozen through December 31, 2003 consistent with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order.





		14.	That Internet calls shall be treated as local for the purpose of intercarrier compensation consistent with the discussion contained in this Opinion and Order.





		15.	That Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. shall, within sixty (60) days of the entry date of this Opinion and Order, file and serve on the parties to this proceeding, a plan that creates a structurally separate affiliate to supply retail telecommunications services which will operate independently from its wholesale operations consistent with the discussion contained in this Opinion and Order, and that a formal proceeding shall be instituted at that time to address the issues necessary to implement structural separation within one (1) year of the entry date of this order.





		16.	That Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. shall conform to the Code of Conduct adopted in the body of this opinion and order regarding fair and nondiscrimi�natory access to its services. 





		17.	That the competitive services designation pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §3005, shall be made consistent with the directives contained in this Opinion and Order.





		18.	That procedures regarding Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc.’s entry into the in-region interLATA market pursuant to 47 USC §271, shall be implemented consistent with this Opinion and Order.





		19.	That Streamlined Tariff Filing Requirements attached as Appendix D to this Opinion and Order regarding regulatory parity among incumbent and competitive local exchange companies shall be adopted as Interim Guidelines pending the completion of the rulemaking docketed at No. L-009940095.





		20.	That an Abbreviated Dispute Process shall be implemented consistent with this Opinion and Order.





		21.	That, with regard to each of the proceedings listed below, the proceeding shall be marked closed, a copy of this order shall be served on all parties of record thereto, and a copy of this order shall be placed in the record for that matter:





Application of MFS Intelenet of Pennsylvania, Inc. for 	Approval to Operate as a Local Exchange Telecommunications Company, A-310203F0002, P-00961137





Application of MCImetro Access Transmission Services, Inc. for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to Provide and Resell Local Exchange Telecommunications Services in Pennsylvania, A-310236F0002	





Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. v. MCI Metro Access Transmission Services, Inc., C-00967717, R-00973866C0001





Formal Investigation to Examine and Establish Updated Universal Service Principles and Policies for  Telecommunications in the Commonwealth, I 00940035	





Generic Investigation into Intrastate Access Charge Reform, I-00960066





Investigation into Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania’s Entry into In-Region InterLATA Services under Section 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, I-00980075, M-00960840





Sen. Vincent J. Fumo Request for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief against Bell Atlantic for Violations of the Pennsylvania Telecommunications Act, I-00980080





Formal Investigation to Examine and Establish Updated Universal Service Principles and Policies for Telecommunications Services in the Commonwealth, L-00950105	





Statement of Policy on Expanded Interconnection for Interstate Special Access, M�00920376	





Implementation of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, M-00960799





Petition of Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. for a Determination of Whether a Telecommunications Service is Competitive under Chapter 30 of the Public Utility Code, P-00971293	





Petition of Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. for a Determination that Provision of Business Telecommunications Services is a Competitive Service under Chapter 30 of the Public Utility Code, P-00971307	





Petition of Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. for a Generic Proceeding to Investigate Issuance of Local Telephone Numbers to Internet Service Providers by Competitive Local Exchange Carriers, P-00981404	





Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission v. The Bentleyville Telephone Company, R-00974174, R-00974174C0001, R-00974174C0002





Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission v. Denver and Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph Company, R-00984315, R-00984315C0001





		22.	That a copy of this opinion and order be served on all parties at Docket Nos. P-00991648 and P-00991649 and posted on the Commission’s website.





�
		23.	That the record in these proceedings shall be marked closed.





						BY THE COMMISSION,











						James J. McNulty


						Secretary





(SEAL)





ORDER ADOPTED:  August 26, 1999





ORDER ENTERED:  September 30, 1999
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