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Dear Secretary Ch:avetta
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As State House Representatwe of’ the. 156"‘ Leglslatlve Dlstnct in Pennsylvama I respond today
to your request.for comments on Docket No: L.-2019-3010267. My district has-many existing
pipelines running through it, new ones under construction or undergoing repurposing, and yet
more planned. | along with-other elected officials, residents, school districts, senior homes, and
emergency personnel have had ongoing safety concerns about this project. Townships in my
district have also raised concerns and have been holding safety evaluation hearings. Many local
cmzens are fearful And there is much to be fearful about.

A number of my fellow leglslators in both the House and Senate have introduced pieces of
legislation that deal with the many loopholes and lapses of jurisdiction in the law. To address two
critical areas, I have introduced two bills HB 1567 addressing eminent domain issues for public
utilities pipelines and HB 1568 which calls for the establishment of an interagency Pipeline
Safety and Communication Board. I will also be introducing legislation in the future dictating the
number of pipelines permitted in a single right of way and how to deal with increased residential
and business development along existing rights of way. in addition, I am also working on bills
dealing with dust and particulate matter released in the pipeline construction process and with
noise and vibration both of which have caused grave concerns.

[ would.encourage the PUC to include regulations dealing with all the topics mentloned in the
advanced notice. Constituents and municipal and:county officials have expressed concems to-me
about, if not all, then most of these issues from pipeline conversion, particularly using old plpes
to geophysncal testmg, protectlon of public and private water wells and systems, to timely
communication. with local government officials and the public throughout the process.
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We must ensure the safety of our citizens and of our environment. As the gas boom developed,
the need for further regulatory oversight was not adequately anticipated. We have an opportunity
to establish effective regulations and to get them right. It is also important to establish regulations
that are specific to NGLs which have their own unique qualities and dangers. This is a
responsibility that we must not take lightly. We owe it to ourselves, our fellow citizens, and to the
generations to come.

Thank you very much for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you
have any questions.

Sincerely yours,

Representative Carolyn T. Comitta

156" Legislative District
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