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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE

M-2015-2518883     








March 23, 2017
Kristine E. Marsilio
Assistant Consumer Advocate
Office of Consumer Advocate

555 Walnut Street

5th Floor, Forum Place

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923

Re:
Alternative Ratemaking Methodologies
Docket No.  M-2015-2518883
Dear Ms. Marsilio:  

With this Secretarial Letter and for the reasons expressed below, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) is granting the Office of Consumer Advocate’s (OCA) Motion for an Extension of Time to File Comments and Reply Comments in the above‑referenced proceeding.  Comments to the March 2, 2017 Tentative Order, are now due within 90 days of the entry date of that Order, or by May 31, 2017.  Reply Comments are due within 150 days of the entry date of that Order, or by July 31, 2017.

On March 3, 2016, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) held an en banc hearing at Docket No. M-2015-2518883 to seek information from interested stakeholders on the efficacy and appropriateness of alternatives to traditional ratemaking principles for public utilities.  On March 2, 2017, the Commission issued a Tentative Order seeking additional comments on methodologies that address issues each utility industry is facing and processes for advancing these methodologies.  In addition to the specific questions contained in the Tentative Order, Vice Chairman Andrew G. Place and Commissioner David W. Sweet issued statements seeking additional information.  Comments were due within 45 days of the entry date of the Tentative Order or by April 17, 2017, with reply comments due 75 days of the entry date, or by May 16, 2017.

On March 21, 2017, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a Motion for an Extension of Time for Comments and Reply Comments.  In its Motion, the OCA requests that the comment and reply comment deadlines be extended to 90 days and 150 days of the Tentative Order entry date, respectively.  In support of its request, the OCA states that the issues being examined are extremely important and that it is essential that there is a full and complete record.  The OCA submits that additional time is necessary due to the complexity, depth and number of issues raised in the tentative order and the statements by Vice Chairman Andrew G. Place and Commissioner David W. Sweet.  The OCA also cites to competing deadlines in both state and federal proceedings make it challenging for the OCA to provide thorough and comprehensive responses.  Finally, the OCA submits that additional time is needed to address issues related to water and wastewater utilities that were not addressed during the en banc hearing.

The Commission recognizes the importance and complexity of the issues raised in the tentative order and the statements by Vice Chairman Andrew G. Place and Commissioner David W. Sweet.  The Commission also recognizes that a thorough and complete record will better inform the Commission, the public utilities, consumers and other interested stakeholders on these important ratemaking issues.  For these reasons, the Commission will grant the OCA’s Motion.  Comments to the March 2, 2017 Tentative Order are now due within 90 days of the entry date of that Order, or by May 31, 2017.  Reply Comments are due within 150 days of the entry date of that Order, or by July 31, 2017.
Please direct any questions regarding this comment period extension to Kriss Brown, Assistant Counsel, Law Bureau, at (717) 787-4518.
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Sincerely,








Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary

cc:
All parties served in accordance with the March 2, 2017 Tentative Order at the above‑referenced Docket.

Chairman Brown


Vice Chairman Place


Commissioner Coleman


Commissioner Powelson


Commissioner Sweet
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