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    Public Meeting held June 11, 2015
Commissioners Present:

Gladys M. Brown, Chairman

John F. Coleman, Jr., Vice Chairman

James H. Cawley

Pamela A. Witmer

Robert F. Powelson
Letter/Petition for Approval of Board Member

       M-00031715F0005
Alan Neuner to the West Penn Power 
Sustainable Energy Fund
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On November 18, 1998, at Docket Number R-00973981, the Commission approved the Joint Petition for Full Settlement of the restructuring proceeding filed by West Penn Power Company (West Penn Power) so as to comply with the requirements of the Electricity Generation Customer Choice and Competition Act, 66 Pa. C.S. §§2801-2812.  Among the provisions of the approved settlement was one establishing a Sustainable Energy Fund to promote (1) the development and use of renewable energy and clean energy technologies, (2) energy conservation and efficiency, and (3) renewable business initiatives and projects in the West Penn Power service territory. 


On May 21, 1999, the Commission approved the Advisory Board and on June 2, 2000, approved the By-laws for the West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund.  The approval of the By-laws allowed the fund to begin operations to promote the development of and use of renewable and clean energy technologies in Pennsylvania. 


At the Advisory Board meeting of the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund on February 26, 2015, the Board took action to nominate and approve Mr. Alan Neuner, to serve on the Board of Directors.  Mr. Neuner is Vice President of Facilities Operations, Geisinger Health System and would serve as a representative of commercial and institutional interests to the Advisory Board. 


By letter/petition dated March 2, 2015, the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund requested that the Commission approve the appointment of Mr. Alan Neuner to the Board to replace Ms. Gwen Auman who represented consumers and community programs while serving on the Advisory Board.  
Alan Neuner has over twenty-seven years’ experience in the healthcare industry and serves as Vice President of Facilities Operations at the Geisinger Healthcare System.  He is responsible for the maintenance, operation, and security of 10 million square feet of hospital and clinic space across 32 counties.  He has established an infrastructure renewal program funded by energy savings of $10,000,000 annually.  Alan has overseen Geisinger’s efforts to build its facilities to LEED standards using the Danville campus as a model where Geisinger earned an ENERGY STAR rating of 100 from the U.S. Environmental Protect Agency in 2013.

Prior to joining Geisinger, Alan was with Airco Industrial Gases in Bethlehem, PA, where he managed the operation of 24 cryogenic plants in the eastern U.S. manufacturing and was also with U.S. Steel Plant in Fairless Hills, PA, where he managed all aspects of maintenance for a 10,000 ton per day iron making operation.

Mr. Neuner holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Mechanical Engineering in electromechanical engineering from Drexel University; attended McMaster University for Blast Furnace Iron making, Bethany College for Advanced Management, and Southampton University for advanced cryogenics. Alan resides in Montour County.



In keeping with the intent of the Pennsylvania Sustainable Energy Board Best Practices on Nominations of New Directors, the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund sent out notice of the Board vacancy and put notice of the Board vacancy on its website beginning December 10, 2014. 


Based on a review of all relevant information, we find this nominee to be well qualified to serve on the Advisory Board of the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund and he is thereby approved; THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:
1. 
That the nomination of Mr. Alan Neuner to the Advisory Board for the West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund is hereby approved.

2. 
That a copy of this Order be served on Mr. Alan Neuner, West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund, the Economic Growth Connection of Westmoreland County, the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta,

                                                   
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  June 11, 2015
ORDER ENTERED:  June 11, 2015
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