|-20lY - 340430

Submitted electronically and by mail

Kurt Limbach o
350 Creek Road Ay P
Bolivar, PA 15923 r:"‘-f cf; —
~ r~ 4
e
September 3. 2014 D :O m
-—g.‘a oy O
o &S I
T E e
= = <
™ = m
N

Rosemary Chiavetla, Secretary
PA Public Utility Commission

Post Office Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105
Re: Implementation of the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard Act of 2004, Docket No. L-

2014 2404361

Dear Sccretary Chiavetta:
[ am writing to you in order to object to the changes proposed by the PUC for net
In

metering of alternative encrgy systems
2014 I mvcsled $]00 000 in a 28 kw solar system for my iarm in Bolivar Pa.

addition, 1 fiad to pay West Pum Power $2,184.64 for msldlldtmn ol'my net meter. My system
produces twnce the electric energy than | currently use. Al the lime of installation, PUC rules
allowéd me 10'séll 10 the g L,rld all excess power my system ,g,enented al “the’price to Lompare
Under the proposcd tules for the net metering, | would only be able to sell 10% of excess power
generated from my system. Section 10 of the respective PUC document states “all stake holders
will benefit from the rufe change.” This is wholly untrue, as major stakeholders would be

negalively alfected.
In light of the new rules, would the PUC expect me to shut off a large portion of my solar

¥
system or give West Penn Power free energy? Neither option makes scnse
Energy companies that employ fossil fuels would also be negatively impacied by these
changes. Under the current regulations, traditional energy companies are able to utilize power
produced from rencwables such as wind or solar in order to meet air quality guidelines set by the
government. Utilities are mandated by the state to have an increasing amount of renewables.
hese rule changes would depress the SREC market by discouraging the creation of more

¢)
SRECS, which would drive up costs for both utilities and consumers
{n addition the ;,cnmal public, the largest and most amportant stakcholder, would be
ncg,atwcly affected by the’ rule chang,ee Creallng additional encrgy inputs lhll"ough net metering
allows utlllty Lompames to- expand capamtyi w:lhoul any capltal expenditure or cost to ‘the energy
Lonsumlng publlc This rcsults in lower enefgy costs for consumers. T he new PUC tules, in

limiting available energy. supp]y, would prevent these savm;:,s trom bunp, passed on to the
citizens of Pennsylvania. Importantly energy produced with ho emissions is far better for public



health than energy derived from fossil fuels, and increased output from renewables would heip
shelter Pennsylvania from issues in world energy markets.

The PUC makes the claim that paying retail prices to renewable energy supplicrs makes
cnergy more expensive for all. This ignores the fact that most solar energy is supplied on long
summer days when demand is greatest and utilities who are short capacity in their own grid
sometimes have to pay above retail prices 1o meet demand. 1T paying retail is the real issue with
renewables then reduce the rate of compensation instead of limiting the amount of power to be
supplied to the grid. Limiting alternative encrgy supplicrs to just those who consume clectric
again does a disservice to the consumer by limiting inputs to the grid which again negatively
impacts the electric consumer. Limiting the amount government entities can feed into the grid
from developing alternative energy systems also does the consuming public a disservice.

Finally limiting production to nameplate capacity makes little sense. My 28.3 KW system
produced 31KW in its first full year of operation. Can we predict if one year will be sunnicr then
the next? If your automobile outperformed its stated mileage rating or horsepower would that be
an issue?

Sincerely,

A A

Kurt Limbach

Cc: PA State Senator Don White
PA Siate Senator Kim Ward
PA State Scnator Matt Smith
PA State House Representative Dan Miller
PA State House Representative Mike Reese
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