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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA                      
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	M-2012-2282031



January 12, 2012
To: 
All potentially-regulated Pipeline Operators as defined in Act 127 of 2011


Re:     Gas and Hazardous Liquids Pipeline Act. – Implementation Order and Registration Form; Docket No. M-2012-2282031.
On December 22, 2011, Governor Corbett signed the Gas and Hazardous Liquids Pipelines Act (Pipeline Act), Act 127 of 2011, to give the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) jurisdiction to enforce Federal pipeline safety laws as they relate to non-public utility gas and hazardous liquids pipeline equipment and facilities within Pennsylvania. 
 


In accordance with the Pipeline Act, the Commission is authorized to develop and maintain a registry of pipeline operators within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  A "pipeline operator" is a person that owns or operates equipment or facilities in this Commonwealth for the transportation of gas or hazardous liquids by pipeline or pipeline facility, where such equipment and facilities are regulated under Federal pipeline safety laws.  Please read the attached Implementation Order for more details on the entities that are subject to this registration requirement and those that are exempt.  
As part of the initial implementation of the Pipeline Act, this Secretarial Letter, the Implementation Order, and the Registration Form have been sent to your company because the Commission believes your company may be a Pennsylvania pipeline operator pursuant to the Pipeline Act.  The Pipeline Act expands the Commission’s jurisdiction over entities not previously regulated by the Commission and includes a new assessment for the anticipated costs of this pipeline safety program.  Therefore, to ensure that our approach is reasonable and consistent with the Pipeline Act, the attached order is in tentative form so as to allow interested parties to file formal comments for our consideration before we make this implementation order final.  

Commission staff invites you to participate in a teleconference at 9 a.m. on Thursday, January 26, 2012 to discuss these issues.  Due to a limitation on the number of lines that are available, a second session will be held at 10:30 a.m. on the same date if needed to accommodate all requests.   If you wish to participate, please send an email to ra-Act127@pa.gov by 5 p.m., January 23, 2012.  Also in that email, please submit questions to be addressed at the teleconference.  You will then be provided with a call-in number and the specific starting time for the teleconference for which you have been scheduled.  


At the teleconference, Commission staff anticipates providing guidance regarding the Commission’s implementation plan for the Pipeline Act regarding registration and assessment.  Commission staff will also answer the questions that were submitted by email.  The questions and answers will be posted on the Commission’s website at http://www.puc.state.pa.us/naturalgas/Act_127_Info.aspx by 5 p.m., Monday, 
January 30, 2012.            
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If you have any questions regarding this Secretarial Letter, please see the Frequently Asked Questions posted on the Commission’s website for Act 127 at http://www.puc.state.pa.us/naturalgas/Act_127_Info.aspx, or email your questions to    ra-Act127@pa.gov.

Very truly yours,

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary
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