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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

On December 18, 2009, Philadelphia Gas Works (Respondent or PGW) filed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Gas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 (Supplement No. 36) to become effective February 16, 2010, containing proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations calculated to produce $42.5 million (5.06%) in additional annual revenues.  Two formal complaints have been filed.

Additionally, on December 18, 2009, PGW submitted a Motion to Consolidate Proceedings (Motion), requesting that the Commission consolidate proceedings on PGW’s Five-Year Gas Demand-Side Management Plan (DSM Plan), at Docket No. P-2009-2097639, with PGW’s 2009 base rate filing Supplement No. 36, at Docket No. R-2009-2139884.  PGW opines that consolidation will promote the efficient use of the time and resources of the Commission and the parties; address the concerns of various parties with a proposed alternative expedited litigation process for the DSM Plan; and provide additional time that should be more than sufficient to permit the parties to thoroughly examine the issues raised by the DSM Plan.  Tenant Union Representative Network and Action Alliance of Senior Citizens of Greater Philadelphia (collectively, TURN et al.) do not oppose the Motion.  The Clean Air Council supports the Motion.  The Office of Consumer Advocate does not object to the Motion.  The Office of Small Business Advocate requests that the Commission reject the Motion.  We accept PGW’s arguments and will consolidate the two filings for purposes of hearings before an Administrative Law Judge and a Recommended Decision.

Pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §1308(d), the Supplement No. 36 filing will be suspended by operation of law on February 16, 2010, until September 16, 2010, unless permitted by Commission Order to become effective at an earlier date.
Investigation and analysis of this proposed tariff filing and the supporting data indicate that the proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations may be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, and contrary to the public interest.  It also appears that consideration should be given to the reasonableness of the Respondent’s existing rates, rules, and regulations; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That the proposed Five-Year Gas Demand-Side Management Plan, Docket No. P-2009-2097639, be consolidated with the investigation into the proposed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Gas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 2. 

2.
That an investigation on Commission motion be, and hereby is, instituted to determine the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the rates, rules, and regulations contained in the proposed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Gas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 2. 
3.
That the proposed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Gas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 will be suspended by operation of law until September16, 2010, unless otherwise directed by Order of the Commission.
4.
That this investigation shall include consideration of the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the Respondent’s existing rates, rules, and regulations.

5.
That the case be assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for the prompt scheduling of such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a Recommended Decision.

6.
That a copy of this Order shall be served upon the Respondent, the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, any Intervenors, and any persons who have filed Formal Complaints against the Respondent’s proposed tariff.
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BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty


Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  February 11, 2010
ORDER ENTERED:  February 11, 2010
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