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PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER


On April 20, 2009, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a revised petition for approval of its five-year demand side management plan (DSM Plan).  The DSM Plan was filed pursuant to the Commission’s order in PUC v. PGW, R-2008-2073938 (December 19, 2008) approving PGW’s petition for emergency/extraordinary rate relief.  According to PGW, the DSM Plan is projected to save ratepayers over $109 million in present value dollars, and produce net economic savings to ratepayers (after present value costs) of $50 million.  
On December 18, 2009, PGW filed Supplement No. 36 to Tariff Gas – Pa. P.U.C. No. 2 to become effective February 16, 2010, containing proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations calculated to produce $42.5 million (4.8%) in additional annual revenues.  Also on December 18, 2009, PGW filed a motion to consolidate its petition for approval of its DSM Plan with its request to increase base rates. 

By order entered February 11, 2010, the Commission granted the motion and consolidated PGW’s petition for approval of its DSM Plan with its request to increase base rates. 

The Commission also instituted an investigation into the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of PGW’s proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations.  The Commission stated that pursuant to 66 Pa.C.S. § 1308(d), the rate filing will be suspended by operation of law on February 16, 2010, until September 16, 2010, unless permitted by Commission order to become effective at an earlier date.  The Commission also stated that during the course of the investigation, consideration should be given to the reasonableness of PGW’s existing rates, rules and regulations.  

The Commission assigned PGW’ s petition for approval of its DSM Plan and request to increase base rates to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for the prompt scheduling of such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a Recommended Decision.  


A prehearing conference will be held on March 2, 2010.  In preparation for the prehearing conference, submit to me and serve on all parties a prehearing conference memorandum.  Your prehearing conference memorandum must be in my hands and the hands of the other parties by 4:00 p.m. on February 24, 2010.  Your prehearing conference memorandum must include:
(1) the status of any settlement discussions;

(2) the status of discovery:

(3) proposed discovery rules;

(4) a proposed schedule for discovery;

(5) any admissions or stipulations; 

(6) the factual issues to be addressed in this case;

(7) the legal issues to be addressed in this case;

(8) the names, titles and business addresses of each witness;

(9) the issues each witness will address;

(10) a proposed date for a second prehearing conference, if necessary;

(11) a proposed schedule and proposed places for public input hearings;

(12) a proposed schedule for the submission of written testimonies;

(13) a proposed schedule for evidentiary hearings;

(14) a proposed briefing schedule;

(15) any other pertinent information.



The procedural schedule that you propose must conclude with reply briefs no later than June 11, 2010. 


The parties are encouraged to communicate with each other and arrive at mutually acceptable proposals.  A representative of the parties may telephone me regarding the dates I am available for hearings in this case.
Date: February 12, 2010


____________________________________
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