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TENTATIVE ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

I.  The Electronic Data Exchange Working Group

In November 1997 the Commission created a technical subcommittee of the Electric Choice Pilot Implementation Committee (PIC) called the Electronic Data Exchange Working Group (“EDEWG”) to explore the possibility of reaching consensus on an economically efficient, standard set of data transaction guidelines for communicating customer information. The EDEWG comprises Electric Distribution Companies (EDCs), Electric Generation Suppliers (EGSs), marketers, brokers and suppliers of electricity services.  On April 17, 1998, the EDEWG filed a Consensus Plan for Electronic Data Exchange Standards for Electric Deregulation in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  By Tentative Order entered April 30, 1998, the Commission released the Consensus Plan for public comment.  
By Final Order entered June 19, 1998, the Consensus Plan was adopted, as modified and clarified in the Order, along with any additional changes which the EDEWG deemed necessary.  The EDEWG was also officially established as an independent stakeholder group, operating independent of the PIC.  We ordered the EDEWG to continue meeting on a regular basis and required that they produce monthly reports to explain any changes necessary to the standards approved by this Order.  Furthermore, all EDCs and EGSs operating in Pennsylvania were directed to comply with these standards.  It was further clarified in Order entered August 13, 1998, that the electronic standards will necessarily evolve in order to incorporate final Commission directives on electricity competition matters and to account for changing technological conditions and experiences.  All EDCs and EGSs were encouraged to participate in the EDEWG.
Since that time EDEWG participation has grown to include more than 100 representatives, including consumer advocates, attorneys, CEOs and back-office technical specialists.  The Energy Association of Pennsylvania and the Edison Electric Institute have given significant time and resources to facilitate the work of the EDEWG.   EDEWG continues to meet monthly, producing meeting minutes that are posted on the Commission’s website, and has written and maintains more than twenty-six standards for Electric Choice—also posted on our website.  The Implementation Guidelines (also known as “Electronic Data Interchange” or EDI Transaction Sets) address the communication of data over the Internet for customer enrollments, drops, and reinstatement; meter information; historical, monthly and interval usage; payments, remittance and collections and other customer-related transactions.  EDEWG developed and maintains a transaction testing process, mandatory for newly licensed EGSs, and a change control process as well as an EDI Internet Test Plan.  The EDI Internet Test Plan is periodically reviewed and updated by EDEWG to respond to technical findings about data security and authenticity that are published annually by nationally respected, independent entities.

Over the past ten years, EDEWG has been responsible for numerous revisions, clarifications and additions to the Consensus Plan, which was officially, renamed the “Revised Plan,” (Version 2.1, September 10, 1998).  This document name change was partly due to the ongoing transformation of information technology, but also in response to continual changes within the electric utility industry.  For example, separate EDC filings to implement purchase of receivables, provider of last resort and advanced metering programs, have led to subsequent orders directing EDEWG to consider technical implementation issues and to recommend action for Commission decision.
Throughout this process EDEWG has become a major influence in the development of electronic communication standards and business practices for retail energy markets.  The dedicated work of the many, diverse businesses and corporations who participate in this collaborative, have made Pennsylvania a leader in this regard, both regionally and nationally.  Combination utility companies such as PECO Energy and UGI Utilities Corporation, have voluntarily adopted for their retail gas operations most of the Implementation Guidelines written for the electricity industry.  Pennsylvania’s Implementation Guidelines are also applicable in New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland.  These same Guidelines have served as the template for the North American Energy Standards Board in its development of business practices and electronic data transactions sets for the competitive retail electricity industry across the United States.
We hereby recognize the impressive and significant contributions made by EDEWG in these past ten years.  On behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, we appreciate and furthermore commend all parties participating in EDEWG for their dedicated service and exemplary performance in making retail competition a reality in Pennsylvania.   
II.  The Revised Plan Version 2.6
Now before the Commission is a Revised Plan Version 2.6 (June 30, 2008), filed by the EDEWG to update and clarify current business practices and standards relating to the use of EDI.  Specifically, revisions reflect consistent use of terms throughout the document and material changes to the following sections of the current Revised Plan Version 2.5 (January 5, 2005): 
Section 1. Business Relationships
Section 2. EDI Concepts and EDWG Standard Formats
Section 3. EDEWG Business Processes and EDI Transactions
Section 4. Electronic Transmission
Section 6. Transaction Testing Requirements
Section 7.  Standards Change and Version Control Process

Appendices 
A new section “EDEWG Operations & Continuation” was added to the updated Revised Plan Version 2.6, which basically refreshes the language provided in the previous document. 
An EDEWG subgroup led the drafting of these revisions, and the EDEWG membership met face-to-face on May 15, 2008, to review the draft Revised Plan Version 2.6.  Following this meeting, the updated draft was distributed to more than 100 subscribers on the EDEWG list serve, comments were requested and recipients were notified that EDEWG would vote to adopt the document at its next meeting to be held on June 5, 2008.  On June 5, 2008, EDEWG met and after discussion of changes, the final form of the Revised Plan Version 2.6 was approved for filing with the Commission.  
EDCs voting at this June 5, 2008, meeting included Allegheny Power, Duquesne Light Company, First Energy Services (MetEd, Penelec, and Penn Power), PECO Energy, PPL Electric Utilities and UGI.  EGSs and third party service providers voting at this meeting included Alliance Data, Energy Services Group, EC-Power, Dominion Retail, UGI Energy and 8760 Group.  Because electricity stakeholders have been given ample time for review, discussion and participation in the update of the Revised Plan, we are providing a ten day period for comments; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1.  That a copy of this Tentative Order and the Revised Plan Version 2.6 (June 30, 2008) shall be served upon all jurisdictional electric distribution companies, all licensed electric generation suppliers, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Office of Trial Staff.
2.  That comments to this Tentative Order shall be due ten days after the entered date of this Tentative Order.  That absent adverse comments, this Tentative Order shall become final at the conclusion of this comment period and the Revised Plan Version 2.6 (June 30, 2008) be deemed approved and legally effective at that time without further action by the Commission.







BY THE COMMISSION,







James J. McNulty







Secretary
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