Analysis of Version 1.4 of the GISB EDM Related Standards, dated November 15, 1999

This analysis is focused on identify those areas of the GISB EDM that address the technical aspects of encrypting data and transporting that data over the Internet. Areas that go to purely business issues that are rightly within the purview of the PUC or the EDEWG are specifically excluded. For example, standard 4.3.4 states that transactional data should be retained for at least 24 months for audit purposes. A business requirement such as this should come from the PUC or the EDEWG, not by operation of the GISB EDM standard. Accordingly, such requirements have been excluded.

Version 1.4 of the EDM Related Standards contains ten Sections, identified as follows:

VERSION NOTES

INTRODUCTION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

BUSINESS PROCESS AND PRACTICES

RELATED STANDARDS

TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INTERNET EDI/EDM & BATCH FF/EDM

TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INFORMATIONAL POSTINGS WEB SITE - IP/EDM

TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - EBB/EDM

TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INTERACTIVE FF/EDM

APPENDICES

The entirety of the Sections entitled VERSION NOTES, INTRODUCTION, EXECUTIVE SUMMARY, RELATED STANDARDS, TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INFORMATIONAL POSTINGS WEB SITE - IP/EDM, TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - EBB/EDM, and TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INTERACTIVE FF/EDM is informational in nature only and has no force and effect. These Sections shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS.

The Section entitled BUSINESS PROCESS AND PRACTICES contains four Subsections, identified as follows:

A. Overview

B. General Standards

C. Electronic Delivery Mechanism Related Standards

D. Interpretations

The entirety of Subsections A. Overview, B. General Standards, and D. Interpretations is informational in nature only and has no force and effect. These Subsections shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS.

Subsection C. Electronic Delivery Mechanism Related Standards contains three Sub‑Subsections, identified as follows:

Principles

Definitions

Standards

The entirety of the Sub-Subsections entitled Principles and Definitions is informational in nature only and has no force and effect. These Sub-Subsections shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS.

The Sub-Subsection entitled Standards contains eighty-five standards numbered 4.3.1 through 4.3.85. Standards 4.3.1 through 4.3.6 and standards 4.3.16 through 4.3.85 are not applicable and shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS. Standards 4.3.7 through 4.3.15 are applicable.

The Section entitled TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INTERNET EDI/EDM & BATCH FF/EDM is applicable in its entirety, subject to the following modifications and clarifications:

1. Ignore all references to "BATCH FF/EDM", "FF/EDM", "deadlines", "pipelines", and "nominations".

2. In the Data Dictionary For Internet EDI, the Format of the Business Name transaction‑set refers to specific 8-character codes which are not relevant for our purposes. The Internet EDI Subgroup will have to develop a list of relevant codes.

3. Under the Subsection entitled SENDING TRANSACTIONS, Sub-Subsection entitled Client Specifications, the reference to Central Time (Central Standard / Central Daylight) should be changed to Eastern Time (Eastern Standard / Eastern Daylight).

4. Under the Subsection entitled RECEIVING TRANSACTIONS, the Sub-Subsection entitled URL/CGI Implementation Guidelines is informational in nature only and has no force and effect. This Sub-Subsection shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS.

5. Under the Subsection entitled RECEIVING TRANSACTIONS, Sub-Subsection entitled Server Specifications, the reference to Central Time (Central Standard / Central Daylight) should be changed to Eastern Time (Eastern Standard / Eastern Daylight).

Appendix A - Reference Guide and Appendix B - Repudiation and Validation Examples are both applicable. Appendix C - Minimum (11/15/99) Technical Characteristics and Guidelines for the Customer Activities Web Site and Appendix D - Minimal and Suggested (7/31/98) Technical Characteristics and Guidelines for the Developer and User of the Informational Postings Web Site are not applicable and shall not be construed as to impose any requirements on any EDC or EGS.

In conclusion, the only portions of the GISB EDM standard that are relevant and, therefore, controlling are the following: 

In the Section entitled BUSINESS PROCESS AND PRACTICES, Subsection C. Electronic Delivery Mechanism Related Standards, the Sub-Subsection entitled Standards: Standards 4.3.7 through 4.3.15 inclusive.

The Section entitled TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION - INTERNET EDI/EDM & BATCH FF/EDM, subject to the above enumerated modifications and clarifications.

Appendix A

Appendix B

Everything else is for background information and reference only and has no effect on any EDC or EGS, and no obligations arise therefrom

