EDEWG Teleconference 8/3/2000

EDCs present: PPL, GPU, Duquesne Light, PECO, Allegheny Power , Penn Power 

Suppliers present: It’s Electric and Gas, Exelon, Energy America, Strategic Energy, DTE Energy Marketing, Sterling Commerce, Allegheny Energy, First Energy, Energy Services Group, PPL Energy Plus, Excelergy, Electric America, Exelink, US Power Solutions

Others:  PUC, Intellimark

Agenda

1. Finalize comments for updating the Internet EDI Plan discussed on last week's call (see 7/27 minutes).

2. Review the change control submitted by Duquesne Light on the utilization of the REF17 in the 814E.

3. Discuss testing processes in regards to the 7/13/2000 PAPUC order on EDI Internet Plan.

Finalize comments for updating the Internet EDI Plan discussed on last week's call (see 7/27 minutes)

During discussion on the 7/27 call, the proposed wording was revised as follows:

11 Suppliers doing EDC Consolidated Billing in Bill Ready Territories need to understand the risks associated with Exchange failures and should plan appropriately.

a If the EDC supports an automatic fail-over to the VAN and the EGS does not, the EDC will NOT be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations regardless of whether the responsibility lies with the EDC or EGS.   This is because the bill window most likely could have been met if the EGS had a VAN fail-over.

b If both the EDC and EGS support a VAN fail-over, the EDC will be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations if the failure is the EDC’s responsibility and the time to fail-over reduces the bill window below that required by the EDC’s applicable tariff.

c If the EDC does not support a VAN fail-over, the EDC will be responsible to extend the document due date in exchange failure situations that are the EDC’s responsibility and reduce the bill window below that required by the EDC’s applicable tariff.

Note: Continued exchange failures should not be considered normal business.

Note: These changes are agreed upon, and the Internet Plan will be updated to reflect this.

Discuss testing processes in regards to the 7/13/2000 PAPUC order on EDI Internet Plan

There is a currently a pre-requisite for suppliers to be Level 2 certified prior to testing the Internet protocol. With the Order stating all new market entrants must use Internet. It was agreed that for future new entrants testing of the Internet Protocol will be done in conjunction Level 2 testing.

Action Item: The Internet Plan and Test Plan need to be reviewed and updated (George Behr is taking the lead on this).

Review the change control submitted by Duquesne Light on the utilization of the REF*17 in the 814E Response

During prior discussions, some suppliers had requested the ability to know if an account was an interval account  via the 814 Enrollment Response. It had been agreed that Duquesne could include the REF*17*DETAIL to indicate an account would have interval detail. Duquesne implemented this logic, but the Implementation Guide was not updated. Duquesne questioned whether we should update the Implementation Guide.

Since suppliers can get this information from the type of metering (REF*MT), many parties felt this was redundant.

It was agreed that this logic is not needed, and Duquesne has agreed to remove the REF*17*DETAIL from the Enrollment Response.

Review results of PA EDEWG 824 Survey

Bernadette Foisy had posted the survey results to the ListServer.

Suppliers:

1. Would you be willing to accept an 824 transaction for no current charges on bill (in bill ready scenario)?

2. Would you be willing to accept an 824 on an optional basis (one utility may send it, one may not)? 

3. If you perform or plan to perform consolidated billing, are you willing to send this on a reciprocal basis?

Of the Bill Ready utilities, GPU, PECO, and Allegheny are willing to provide this information. PPL responded not at this time.

The overwhelming majority of suppliers were willing to accept receiving this information, even if not all parties send it. 

It was agreed that this functionality will be implemented on a OPTIONAL basis. The utility will have the option of whether to send this or not. No timelines were discussed.

It was agreed that for suppliers performing supplier consolidated billing, this will be on a reciprocal basis.

· If the utility you are exchanging data with provides this, the supplier will be required to provide this functionality. 

· If the utility you are exchanging data with does not provide this, the supplier and the utility will reach mutual agreement on the use of this.

4. Would you be willing to accept a positive 824 transaction on an optional basis (in a bill ready scenario)? If yes and you perform consolidated billing, would you be willing to send this on a reciprocal basis? 

 PPL and PECO does not believe the ‘positive’ 824 does not have value.

GPU and Allegheny believe this has a benefit and is a good control point, and can also see the benefit when there is supplier providing a supplier consolidated bill. GPU and Allegheny both stated that if suppliers are not interested in this functionality, then this does not need to be done at this time.

The suppliers on the call said that it may be immature to begin receiving positive 824s. It was agreed that this functionality will not be implemented at this time. The merits of the positive 824 may be re-addressed again in the next 6 – 9 months.

Aggregator / Broker

Aggregators and Brokers do have to be licensed in Pennsylvania. These entities need to have an EGS license. 

During discussion of the current processes, it was mentioned that pre-enrollment data is only released EDI if customers have released their information.

The state has not developed any special rules for Aggregators / Brokers, and exchange of data electronically. At this point, an EDC may make a special arrangement with an Aggregator / Broker. 

· PECO has certified an Aggregator / Broker for 814 Historical Usage requests only. The Broker will only receive data if the customer has authorized release of information

· PPL has one broker interested in this, and is working directly with them. If PPL decides to use the 867HU, they will only send the historical usage data if the customer has authorized release of information.

It is recommended that this topic be discussed within PIC. Several issues should be addressed:

· Licensing / Fees

· Data Exchange

As an aside, it was mentioned that New Jersey has a special category for “Energy Consultants”. There is a separate agreement that is invoked with the utility, and different fees could apply.  

Chapter 57 - 173 Customer Contacts with EGS

PECO was asked to heighten awareness of this Chapter to all suppliers. The rules state the EGS must send the enrollment to the EDC by the end of the day after a customer signs the contract.

There is some question on whether suppliers are in violation if they hold enrollments for contracts that will not take effect until some point in the future.

There was some recollection of a Secretarial Letter that may have addressed this in the transition from the Pilot to Phase-in. Annunciata Marino will investigate whether there is a clarifying letter on this topic.

This will be referred to PIC for future discussion.

Internet EDI Status
Action Item: On next week’s call, utilities are asked to update everyone with the number of suppliers who have switched to the Internet EDI.

Updates to the Revised Plan (notes from prior meeting)

A question was raised regarding when the change to have EGS billers have their bill print reviewed by BCS will be effective. This is an outstanding item to be added to the Revised Plan.

Changes relating to the Internet EDI Order will also be incorporated in the Revised Plan 

Action Item: The changes to the Revised Plan should be published for review.

Next EDI Over Internet Call

None currently scheduled.

Next CDS Subteam Meeting

Next Competitive Default Supplier subteam meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 9, 2000 in Harrisburg, from 9:00 – 12:00.

Next Competitive Metering Meeting

Next Competitive Metering meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 23, 2000 at Peco headquarters at 9:30.

Next Supplier Consolidated Billing Call

None currently scheduled.

Next EDEWG Call

Next conference call is scheduled for Thursday, 8/10/2000 at 2:00 pm on (717) 901-0620. 
