EDEWG Teleconference 4/6/2000

EDCs present: GPU, PECO, PPL, Duquesne, UGI, Penn Power, Allegheny
Suppliers present: Excelergy, Strategic Energy, PPL Energy Plus, Exelon Energy, Conectiv Energy, Energy America, US Power Solutions, Allegheny, DTE Energy Marketing, Sterling Commerce, First Energy

Others:   PUC, Intellimark

Agenda

1. Status of CDS conference call

2. Discuss Change Control #18 – Unmetered Detail

3.   Status of Enrollment Implementation Guides

4. Open items from March 30,  2000 EDEWG meeting

Status of CDS workgroup

PECO Energy has a Settlement for their merger. They agreed to revise their CDS process. The CDS bid will be for energy supply and capacity only, excluding customer care functions. PECO will be billing agent. As a result of this, the CDS group will concentrate on the Generation only process flows. The CDS processes for all Customer Care functions will be changed to a low priority.

The participation on this week’s call was significantly higher than past calls.

PECO Settlement – Release of Customer Information

As a result of PECO’s merger Settlement, they have agreed to provide quarterly updates to the Customer List until 1/2004, and it will include 12 individual months of usage and demand. The May 1, 2000 listwill be in the existing Eligible Customer list format. The June 1, 2000 list will be in the new format.

Timeline:

· PECO will post a proposed format by April 7, 2000. 

· They will schedule a conference call for Thursday, April 13, 2000 at 1:00 pm 

· Intent to finalize the format by Monday, April 17, 2000.

· Last Customer List in old format May 1, 2000

· First Customer List in new format June 1, 2000 (both Gas an Electric)

· Quarterly updates until January 2004

Note: This format will apply to PECO only.

Change Control Request #18 – Unmetered Detail on 867 Monthly Usage

It had previously been defined to have unmetered detail information on the 867 Monthly Usage. This Change Request is to delete this requirement for Pennsylvania.

The Unbundled Metering Group has asked to defer this topic. They are reviewing this requirement since some unbundled metering Settlements allow the unmetered tariffs to have competitive metering.

This will be discussed on April 20, 2000 EDEWG call

Status of Enrollment Implementation Guides

These transactions (814 Enrollment, 814 Change, 814 Drop, 814 Reinstatement, 867 Historical Usage) were sent to the ListServer on March 31, 2000.  PPL was the only company to send in any comments – they were editorial in nature, and will be incorporated. The redlined documents will be modified and reposted as FINAL documents within the next few weeks.

Action Items from 3/30/2000 meeting

Sending of “F” (final) code on 867 transactions

· Penn Power – are currently not sending the Final indicator. They have an internal request to correct this logic.

· PPL – sending when there is a switch of suppliers or when an account finalizes. They also send it when there is a bill option switch – they are evaluating how they can change their logic.

· PECO/Allegheny – are currently sending final indicator on switch of suppliers or wh en an account finalizes.

· PPL Energy Plus – they produced a list of accounts where they received drops but the 867 did not have the Final indicator. They will communicate directly with the utilities to verify the situations. This list had been developed in December 1999, and it was recognized that some companies may have added their logic since that date.

Making other party whole 20/25 days

· PPL Energy Plus said they reviewed the Settlements and they state payment should be made within 20 / 25 days of receipt of 810 document. 

· PPL Energy Plus reviewed the 820s as compared to the date they sent the 810. They found they are not always getting paid in the 20 / 25 day period.

· One issue that was discovered was that summary billing may cause the delay.

· PECO / GPU all commented that they start their 20/25 day clock when the bill is issued to the customer. 

· PPL commented that they start their 20 / 25 day clock when the billing data is received from the customer.

There was a question if the customer bill is sent when the 810 is received. PECO replied that for regular billing, that occurs within a day. For a customer on a summary bill, the customer bill may not be sent for a period of time, until the master account is billed.

A comment was made that Summary Billing is an optional service provided to the customer, and a supplier or utility could request removing the account from summary billing. Having to pay a supplier potentially prior to the date the bill is even issued to the customer would cause a negative financial impact to the utilities.

GPU also commented that if they were forced to pay suppliers based on the receipt of an 810, they made need to re-evaluate the decision to hold supplier charges when an 810 is received late. The reason is that this would cause a negative financial impact to GPU for providing the service of holding charges for a missed bill window. 

Suppliers commented that they do not know when a customer is on a summary bill. There are multiple options to resolve that:

· Currently, the 814 Enrollment and 814 Change transactions have both a Bill Cycle and a Meter Cycle. The accounts on a summary bill would have different Bill Cycle and Meter Cycle. 

Action Item: PECO and GPU would have to review their systems to determine what is being sent.

· Use of a positive 824 transaction that would indicate the bill due date.

· Extend the document due date on the 867 usage transaction to the date of the summary bill. This would allow the supplier to base the overdue receivables on the document due date.

Does Interval data undergo any changes?

GPU, PECO, Penn Power all stated that their data will go through validation, editing, and estimating to create Bill Quality data.

Duquesne, PPL, Allegheny, PECO stated they do not include line losses in the Interval data.

Action Item: GPU has to verify if this is also true for them.

820 Cross Reference Number question for PECO – PECO is updating Non-Compliance list for not having Cross Reference number for pre-4010 810s. The goal is to be in compliance by August 31, 2000.

814 Change Transaction Priorities

As a result of last week’s meeting, the priority was established as:

1 – Meter related changes

2 – EDC Rate Class / Subclass

3 – Load Profile

4 – Billing Address

5 – Party to receive copy of bills

6 – Party to receive copy of notices

Note: Party to receive copy of notices – PECO, Allegheny, UGI do not plan to send  because it was optional in the 814 Enrollment and they do not send it on the 814 Enrollment. 814 Change will be modified to indicate 814 Chang on Party to receive copy of notices to indicate this field is only required to be sent on an 814 Change document if it was sent on the 814 Enrollment 

· PPL plans to complete all requirements by 8/31/2001

· Duquesne – remaining meter related changes - 4th quarter 2000. All other fields maintained in system and applicable are already implemented

· PECO – Billing Address change – August 2000; All other fields maintained in system and applicable are already implemented

· Penn Power – Not sending Load Profile (date not known); Participating percent (AMT*7N and AMT*QY) which will be a one time change in January 2001.

· Allegheny – Party to receive copy of bills – not carried; Billing address change – already being sent; Meter information (send change, but not all attributes) and meter adds / removals – target for September 30, 2000; All other fields maintained in system and applicable are already implemented

· UGI – Metering changes by 4th quarter 2000; already sending rate code, billing address, and load profile changes.

· GPU – Metering changes by 4th quarter 2000; all other changes by April 30, 2000

Status of EDI over Internet

There were several action items from last week’s meeting regarding Status of EDI Internet plan. It was agreed that this should first be addressed on the EDI over Internet call first, and then a status will be provided to EDEWG.

All utilities are requested to participate on the next call (Monday, April 10, 2000 3:30 pm) 

One of the Agenda items will be development of an implementation Testing Plan.

PECO GAS competition

PECO – High volume Transportation Gas Customers

There will be no change in the current process.

PECO – Low volume Transportation Gas Customers

These are now becoming eligible for choice. EDI will be used. Testing will begin in May 2000.

Next EDI Over Internet Call

Next EDI Over Internet conference call is scheduled for Monday, 4/10/2000 at 3:30 pm on (717) 901-0620.

Next CDS Subteam Call

Next CDS conference call is scheduled for Thursday, 4/20/2000 at 1:00 pm on (717) 901-0620.

Next EDEWG Call

Next conference call is scheduled for Thursday, 4/13/2000 at 2:00 pm on (717) 901-0620. 

Next face-to-face meeting is Thursday, April 27, 2000 in Harrisburg at 9:00.

Tentative Agenda items:

· Cancel / rebill after supplier no longer supplier of record

