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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER KIM PIZZINGRILLI

Before the Commission is an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANOPR) to comply with the requirements of the Responsible Utility Customer Protection Act, which amended Title 66 by adding Chapter 14.  See 66 Pa. C.S. §§ 1401-1418.  During the implementation process, many Chapter 14 application issues were addressed with the input of interested parties and Commission staff.  Now, we must amend Chapter 56 to comply with the provisions of Chapter 14, and if necessary, promulgate other regulations to administer and enforce Chapter 14.

The ANOPR contains an Appendix listing ten issues.  The intent of this list is to bring additional focus to the more challenging questions as we proceed with the rulemaking.  Within the Appendix, the Commission has made some proposed findings.  While I concur with the adoption of the ANOPR and the form of the Appendix, I request that commentators address the question of whether it is appropriate or necessary to incorporate portions of the statute directly into the regulations.  
In addition, I note that the ANOPR proposes that utilities report to the Commission when they become aware of a death following a termination of utility service where it appears that the death may be linked to the lack of utility service.  As a relatively new issue that was brought to our attention by the Consumer Advisory Council, I request that commentators provide input on specific recommendations regarding the implementation of this proposed requirement, including what situations should be reported and the need to establish a requisite time frame linking an incident and lack of utility service.   

I look forward to reviewing the comments filed in response to our ANOPR and encourage parties to bring to our attention other pertinent issues that could be addressed in this rulemaking.  The input from affected parties will aid the Commission in carrying out the goals of Chapter 14 while ensuring that service is available to all customers based on equitable terms and conditions. 
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