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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER KIM PIZZINGRILLI
Today the Commission issues a final rulemaking relating to net metering for customer-generators intending to operate renewable onsite generators in parallel with electric distribution utilities' distribution systems.  This rulemaking is another important component of the Commission's mission to successfully implement the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act (AEPS).  The regulations are the culmination of an extensive proceeding, which included an AEPS working group focused on net metering as well as significant input on proposals prior to the initiation of the formal proposed rulemaking.  
When promulgating any set of new regulations, particularly ones of a highly technical nature such as these, it is imperative that we attempt to strike a balance on the competing perspectives on contentious issues.  Here, in large part, we have successfully struck the necessary balance and I commend our staff and the parties to this proceeding for their efforts.

However, as is sometimes the case, the Commission was not able to find common ground on all issues raised by the parties.  Here, in my opinion, the issue of one single bi-directional meter versus the use of dual meters is such an issue.  Despite the existence of valid arguments on both sides of this matter, ultimately the Commission has determined to require the use of a single meter.  While I will vote in support of these regulations, I share the concerns raised by Commissioner Fitzpatrick on this matter particularly relative to the single meter approach resulting in a subsidy provided to customer-generators by the electric distribution companies’ other ratepayers. 


In accordance with the Regulatory Review Act, the final regulations now require approval of the House and Senate Standing Committees, the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and the Attorney General prior to final publication.
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