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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER KIM PIZZINGRILLI


Today, before the Commission is a Proposed Rulemaking Order that establishes regulations governing the filing, review and approval of inspection and maintenance plans by Electric Distribution Companies (EDCs).  The Proposed Rulemaking Order sets forth proposed standards based upon comments filed in response to the Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking adopted on November 18, 2004 and published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on December 11, 2004 (34 Pa.B. 6550).  

While I concur with the adoption of inspection and maintenance standards to require additional information and safeguards to ensure electric system reliability for all Pennsylvania citizens, I look forward to comments being filed in response to the proposed regulations, as they will aide the Commission in striking the appropriate balance regarding what is necessary to ensure system reliability but also recognizing the differences among our EDCs, their service territories, age of systems and existing inspection and maintenance programs.    


Some specific issues of interest include the Office of Consumer Advocate comments that urge the Commission to adopt a broad set of inspection and maintenance standards designed to promote high quality service and a distribution system that is safe and reliable; other parties opposition to the creation of regulations setting prescriptive inspection and maintenance standards and parties’ positions on the proposal to include definitions of rural and urban areas and its effect on EDC territories and existing programs.  Further, I look forward to comments regarding the proposed requirement to submit inspection and maintenance plans; the frequency of the submission of such plans and the approval process.  Finally, I request that commentators address whether the proposed minimum inspection and maintenance intervals for vegetation management; pole inspections; overhead line inspections; and substation inspections are reasonable and whether the specificity is necessary to ensure system reliability or whether the Commission should provide greater flexibility to the EDCs by enabling them to file such detailed information in its plan.

In reviewing the comments on these issues as well as the others raised in the proceeding, it is my goal to ensure that the Commission adopt inspection and maintenance standards that achieve a fair balance among the affected parties.  
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