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Written Comments by

Conservation Services Group Inc.

Conservation Services Group Inc. (“CSG”) submits these written comments in response to the “Tentative Order” (or “Order”) concerning the Designation of the Alternative Energy Credits Registry under the Docket No. M-00051865 issued by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (“PUC”) on October 27, 2005.  The Order tentatively designates PJM Environmental Information Services, Inc.’s (“PJM EIS”) Generation Attributes Tracking System (“GATS”) as the credit registry for information regarding alternative energy credits, required by the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard Act of 2004, 73 P.S §§1648.1-8. 

CSG appreciates the opportunity to comment on the merits of GATS as the tentatively chosen credit registry by the PUC. We agree with the PUC in that GATS should be designated as the credit registry required by Pennsylvania’s Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards (AEPS). We also agree with the PUC that GATS has all the necessary functions that are required by the AEPS for a credits registry. GATS is a comprehensive settlement system, tracking all attributes associated with each megawatt hour of energy generation, including tracking alternative energy generation. GATS also provides environmental attribute disclosure, which allows for environmental attributes to be traded as commodities. GATS decreases transaction costs for traders as well as increasing the ease in which trades are done. Because GATS is compatible with other alternative energy/ renewable energy tracking systems, like the NEPOOL Generation Information System (NEPOOL GIS), it adds liquidity to the renewable energy trading market.  Finally, GATS provides a verification process for alternative energy generation and tracking that can be utilized by both the compliance market and/or the voluntary market, which increases consumer confidence. 
CSG strongly supports the PUC designating GATS as the credits registry for Pennsylvania’s Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard. 
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