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I.
INTRODUCTION

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) have been charged by the newly enacted Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act of 2004, (AEPS Act) to implement an Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  To facilitate implementation of the AEPS Act, the Commission established a stakeholder process to address all relevant issues.  On March 25, 2005, the Commission entered an Implementation Order (the Implementation Order) in this docket that reflects input received by the parties during the stakeholder process.  The Implementation Order provides guidance on the Commission timeline for meeting its obligation to develop rules and regulations required to implement the AEPS Act and the compliance schedule for the electric distribution companies (EDCs) and electric generation suppliers (EGSs).  The Implementation Order is presently before the parties for comment, and PJM Environmental Information Services, Inc. (PJM-EIS) appreciates the opportunity to present these comments.  
II. PJM-EIS Comments ON the Implentation Order
ACT 213 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE:  
BANKING OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY CREDITS


pjm-eis does not opine on procedural decisions concerning the banking of alternative energy credits for sales of alternative energy made now for use when a parties’ exemption period expires or concerning the banking of credits due to demand side management and energy efficiency measures.  However, PJM-EIS notes that the Generation Attribute Tracking System (GATS) which is expected to be operational this calendar year will accommodate the Commission’s needs with respect to the banking of alternative energy credits.  


As indicated in the comments that PJM-EIS submitted to the Commission in this docket on January 14, 2005,
 the GATS can accommodate banking requirements for alternative energy credits.  The GATS will contain hourly generation information for each individual PJM Interconnection L.L.C (PJM) generation unit metered to PJM, and will create generator specific certificates that identify the relevant generation attributes necessary for electricity suppliers to satisfy state policies, retail market requirements and regulations.  Through the certificate information data fields, including month and year of generation, the GATS can also accommodate varying state rules regarding the lifespan (i.e., banking) of alternative energy credits represented by the GATS certificates.

III.
CONCLUSION

PJM-EIS appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments and looks forward to working with the Commission and Commission Staff to further implement the AEPS Act in Pennsylvania in a way that will encourage resources and help the Commission fulfill its duties under the AEPS Act.  

PJM Environmental Information Services, Inc.
By:  ______________________________________








Joseph J. Kerecman,
Vice President
       

Dated:  May 20, 2005
� PJM-EIS would like to update the Commission on the current status of the GATS.  PJM-EIS secured funding for the GATS, and PJM-EIS held its first stakeholder group meeting in April, 2005.  PJM-EIS refers the Commission to the PJM-EIS website, pjm-eis.com, for further information on the GATS.


� See Generation Attribute Tracking System Operating Rules located on PJM-EIS website, pjm-eis.com.
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