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On November 30, 2004, Governor Edward Rendell signed into law the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act of 2004 (the “Act”).  The Commission has been charged with developing a number of rules and regulations as part of the Act’s implementation.  As an initial step in this implementation process, the Commission held a technical conference on January 19, 2005, in order to provide a forum for the discussion of various issues pertaining to the Act.  Interested parties had the opportunity to present unsworn testimony at this conference and to file comments on relevant issues.  Parties were given until February 9, 2005 to file reply comments.  These comments and reply comments have been posted to the Commission’s website at http://www.puc.state.pa.us and are available to the public by using the “Search for Documents” feature and inputting the docket number listed above.

The Commission is commencing the stakeholder process for the Act’s implementation.  The Commission will convene the first meeting of the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Working Group on March 3, 2005.  The meeting will be held from 1 pm to 4:30 pm in Hearing Room 1, Commonwealth Keystone Building, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  All interested parties are invited to attend.  

An agenda will be released prior to the meeting of the Working Group.  The purpose of this meeting is to initiate discussion on the specific actions that must be undertaken by the Commission and Department of Environmental Protection to implement the Act in a timely manner.  The structure and role of the Working Group will be discussed, including the formation of separate subgroups for the purpose of examining discrete issues.  The Commission anticipates issuing an order at the Public Meeting of March 23, 2005, in which it will identify a timetable and process by which the Act will be implemented. 
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