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PUC to Hold Hearing on Natural Gas Industry

HARRISBURG – The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) will conduct a special hearing on Thursday, Sept. 30, to determine the level of competition that exists currently in the natural gas supply market in Pennsylvania.


The hearing will begin at 1:30 p.m. in Hearing Room 1 of the Commonwealth Keystone State Office Building in Harrisburg. It will be open to the public. 


“In May, the Commission issued an order initiating an investigation to determine the state of natural gas competition. In the order, we asked the natural gas distribution companies and natural gas suppliers to file specific data relating to the natural gas market,” said PUC Commissioner Kim Pizzingrilli. “The intent of the investigation is to assess the level of competition in that market for use in preparing the Commission’s report to the General Assembly.”


The 1999 Natural Gas Choice and Competition Law enabled customers to purchase gas from independent suppliers, while still having their gas physically delivered by PUC-regulated distribution companies. The law directed the PUC to investigate the level of competition five years after the law went into effect and to report its findings to the General Assembly. If the Commission concludes that effective competition does not exist, it must reconvene the stakeholders to explore options for increasing participation.


Parties expected to participate in the hearing include: representatives from natural gas distribution companies; natural gas suppliers; consumer advocates; and representatives from the industry.


 The order and comments from the parties are available on the PUC Web site at www.puc.state.pa.us. From the top navigation menu, select “Search,” and enter I-00040103 in the field for the docket number.


The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission ensures safe, reliable and reasonably priced electric, natural gas, water, telephone and transportation service for Pennsylvania consumers, by regulating public utilities and by serving as stewards of competition.

For recent news releases, or more information about the PUC, visit our internet homepage at www.puc.state.pa.us. 
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