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MOTION OF COMMISSIONER GLEN R. THOMAS

On February 6, 2003, the Commission approved the recommendation of the Pennsylvania Telecommunications Relay Service Advisory Board (TRS Board)  permitting Ultratec® to conduct a nine month trial (with the possibility of two three-month extensions) of the CapTel relay technology. The trial commenced on May 1, 2003 and was scheduled to end on January 31, 2004.  Currently before the Commission for our consideration is another recommendation of the Pennsylvania TRS Board requesting a six month extension to the trial. Staff has recommended the issuance of a Secretarial Letter granting the request.

While I agree with an extension of the trial, I find it more prudent to grant a three month extension at this time with the possibility of an additional three month extension later in 2004.  I commend the program for making this recent technology available and thank the volunteers for participating in the trial.  
THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1.      The CapTel Trial shall be extended for three months with the possibility of a second three month extension later in 2004.


2. 
The Bureau of Fixed Utility Services shall prepare a Secretarial Letter consistent with this motion. 

______________________________

___________________________

Date






GLEN R. THOMAS 








Commissioner    
�  On February 6, 2003, the Commission approved a motion of the TRS Advisory Board permitting a nine month trial of the CapTel phone, with a possibility of two three month extensions.  The CapTel phone was to be given free of charge to 200 trial participants for the duration of the trial, and the minutes of use would be paid by the TRS surcharge.  CapTel is a form of relay that provides users with a degree of functional equivalency that is the closest to traditional telephone. 






