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JOINT MOTION OF CHAIRMAN GLEN R. THOMAS, VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM,

COMMISSIONER AARON WILSON, JR AND COMMISSIONER TERRANCE J. FITZPATRICK

Before the Commission for  consideration is the Petition of  the National Exchange Carrier Association  (“NECA”)   regarding  a deficit for the Pennsylvania Universal  Service Fund (“Fund”).  We support the Law Bureau's  recommendation.   However, there  does exist an

area of extreme concern that must be addressed. 

Our Staff became concerned after discovering a larger than expected decline in the Fund’s assets.  It was determined that the  deficit occurred  as a  result of  an error by NECA.  The mistake by NECA was  not realized for nearly nine months.  Since then, Staff worked with NECA to arrive at the proper calculations and the proposed increase in the assessment rate.  The Bureau of Audits is also in the process of completing audits on the Fund. 

Based on our concerns, it is necessary to direct the Staff to evaluate the options available to the Commission regarding the administration of the Fund. The Staff report is due within 90 days from entry of a Final Order. 

 THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Staff recommendation is modified consistent with this Motion. 

2. A Staff Report outlining the options available to the Commission is due within 90 days.

 
3.  The Law Bureau shall prepare the appropriate Order consistent with this Motion. 
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