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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER TERRANCE J. FITZPATRICK


Today the Commission is considering two separate matters arising under the above-captioned proceedings.  First, the Commission is considering Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc. (BA-PA) and MCI Worldom’s individual Petitions for Reconsideration of  the final Opinion and Order entered by the Commission on December 31, 1999, (the “Performance Metric Order”).  Second, the Commission is considering BA-PA’s Compliance Filing under the Performance Metric Order and AT&T Communications of Pennsylvania, Inc.’s Exceptions thereto.

Prior to my joining the Commission, I represented parties before this Commission in the proceeding which led to the Commission’s December 31, 1999, Performance Metric Order.  Therefore, to avoid any appearance of impropriety arising from my previous employment, I am not participating in the decision regarding BA-PA’s and MCI’s Petition for Reconsideration of the Commission’s December 31, 1999, Performance Metric Order.  However, under opinion of legal counsel, I am participating in the decision regarding BA-PA’s Compliance Filing and AT&T’s Exceptions thereto since this matter goes to the implementation of the Commission’s December 31, 1999, Performance Metric Order rather than to reconsideration of the merits of the Order itself.
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